Minutes of Smisby Parish Annual Council Meeting 13th May 2025

Smisby Parish Council Attendance: Councillors Cuming (voted in a Chair), Taft (Opening Chair), Sullivan, Dickens and Brooke, Clerk Caroline Crowder
Members of the public and other organisations: 7 members of the public.
1. Appointment of Chair
Councillor Taft proposed Councillor Cuming, seconded by Councillor Dickens.  Resolved, all agreed to Councillor Cuming as the Chairman.  Councillor Cuming accepted and signed the declaration of office.  Councillor Cuming thanked Councillor Taft for all his hard work as Chair.

2. Appointment of Vice Chair
Councillor Cuming proposed Councillor Dickens, seconded by Councillor Brooke   Resolved all Councillors agreed to Councillor Dickens as Vice Chairman and she accepted.  
3. To receive and accept apologies for absence
District Councillors Lowe and Haines.

4. To receive declarations of Interest on items on the agenda (under the Code of Conduct members are reminded that in declaring an interest you should make clear the nature of that interest and whether it is “personal” or “prejudicial”).
None.

5. To determine which items if any on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded.
None.

6. General Power of Competence
The Council meets the criteria of at least two thirds elected Councillors and the Clerk has the CiLCA qualification.  

7. Approval of Accounts as at 31st March 2025
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the accounts that the Clerk had already certified as being a true and accurate record.  Councillor Cuming summarised the accounts for the members of public attending and signed them.
8. Report of Internal Auditor
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the accept the report of the internal auditor.
9. Approval of Annual Governance Statement
Resolved, all Councillors approved the Annual Governance Statement.  The Chair of the meeting and Clerk signed the statement.
10. Approval of Accounting Statements
Resolved, all Councillors approved statement of accounts.  The Clerk had already signed; the Chair of the meeting signed the statement.


11. Approval of Certificate of Exemption
Resolved, all Councillors approved the Certificate of Exemption. The Chair of the meeting and Clerk signed the certificate.
12. Appointment of Internal Auditor 2025 – 26
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to appoint East Midlands Audit Services.

13. Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
All Councillors were reminded that if their circumstances have changed, they need to complete a new form and submit to SDDC.

14. Insurance
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to renew with Clear Councils

15. Chairman’s communications (if any) 
There may be a vacancy for a Councillor in the near future.  Anyone interested in the role should contact the Clerk or any Councillor to discuss further.

16. Clerk’s report
Clerk is on annual leave 27th-30th May and 16th-20th June
17. Opportunity for public questions and comment (10 minutes)
A member of the public wished to discuss the Jubilee Field after they had reported a branch was down at the last Council meeting.  Councillor Cuming advised that himself and Councillor Taft, had surveyed the whole field and photographed evidence.  They noted that the hedges could do with a tidy and this will be considered.  Trees with branches that have come down currently pose little danger, he believes that these are from boundaries not under the control of the Parish Council or Parochial Charity.  The member of public also raised that they considered there was an issue with land on the corner of Chapel Street.  Councillor Cuming advised that this has been discussed for many years, he advised that it is outside the remit of the Parish Council.  The Parish Council are trying to find out who owns the land to see who should maintain it.  Councillor Brooke believes it is owned by SDDC.  The member of public noticed that a drain had been cleaned a few weeks back, but no others appear to have been done in the village.  Councillor Cuming advised this is a DCC area and that the Parish Council have worked in the past with them; they are now regularly cleaned.  ‘Derbyshire do it now’ website is accessible to absolutely everyone to report issues with drains, highways, potholes etc directly and simply to the appropriate authority.

18. Approval of minutes from Parish Council Meetings held on 11th March 2025
Resolved, all Councillors approved the minutes, and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record.
19. District and County Councillors Communications
None present.

20. Parochial Charity Communications
Trustee Dickens reported that work is still progressing to alter their status to a CIO.  This is currently with the Charity Commission. Once this has been approved, they will need to reregister the land held by them and bank accounts. They are currently performing a review of land and property they own. The community project to celebrate VE Day with a tea party was a success.  They are looking at the Christmas hamper format and whether to change to vouchers.  They have recently approved funding for flowers in the village and other areas, plus student funding costs.  The 2024 accounts have now been submitted to the Charity Commission.  Simon Barnett has resigned as a trustee, and he was thanked for all his work.  They are looking for more trustees to join.  They are looking into succession planning for the Clerk.   The Parochial Charity would like to agree with the Parish Council that the Parish Council manage the trees/moles/hedges on the Jubilee Field, the Parochial Charity are happy to fund sensible work if 3 quotes are gained by the Parish Council before proceeding.  Councillor Cuming said that the Council agreed in principle to this, but he asked the  Chairty to put the details formally to the Council. 
Trustee Dickens enquired if the Council knew who owned the village website.  She was advised by the Clerk that this is owned and managed by a local villager.  The Clerk advised that she believes in the near future the Council will need to change to a gov.uk domain and email address.

21. Aircraft Noise Nuisance
Councillor Cuming advised that the Council continue communications with the airport due to noise that should have not been allowed.  He is to draft a response to the last communication from them.  The consultation is yet again delayed on the departure routes, possibly two will change and one won’t, this will go to public consultation.  He has advised the Airport that a meeting is to be held in Smisby to advise the residents.    

22. War Memorial
Councillor Taft advised that the wreaths have been removed from the war memorial, RBL recommend in the New Year.  He and a volunteer are planning to clean the war memorial soon, as this is owned by the Parish Council.  He asked if the plastic poppies can be left up all year on the railing, the Village Hall Chairman confirmed that this is ok.  The Lengthsman is to ask about the ceramic poppies and come back to the Council with a plan for removal or renovation.

23. Pinfold
Councillor Cuming advised that is not known who owns this.  The Parish Council agreed to have this tidied up and have recently paid for this to be done.  One of the two benches is now back, the other is ready to be put back.  The Council have received a letter saying it would be nice to have a plaque/information board located there, the Council are to consider this.    A member of public asked if there was a long-term plan.  Councillor Cuming advised that is not the Council’s asset, although they have currently agreed to cut the grass.  
24. Playground Inspections and Repairs
The Clerk reported that nothing showing as more than a low risk on the inspection report, no further action needed at this time.    Councillor Taft asked that if anyone notices a problem to report to the Clerk or any Councillor.

25. Highways
Councillor Taft has completed a report following the accident at the crossroads, lots of discrepancies found, he has sent this in to DCC Highways and SDDC, he has not had a response from either.  

26. Speed Watch
A new volunteer has joined Speed Watch and regular sessions are taking place.   The road is on the Police hotspot list.  Councillor Taft said the team have done a great job and thanked them.  Councillor Cuming says they will look into getting a Speed Indicator Sign. A member of the  public thanked the speed watch team also.

27. Newsletter
Councillor Taft has asked for contributions, Clerk to remind people to submit by end of May.

28. Jubilee Field BBQ
Councillor Cuming advised that the Council have canvassed the residents’ views for the past three years and are now starting to get ideas in for what the residents would like.  Councillor Sullivan is running a working group in this area.  He has been handing out flyers advising of the field and the facilities there, also asking for ideas. It needs to be low maintenance and low cost for any possible updates.   Some options are: better use of pétanque area, erecting a shelter and or container, wild flower meadows, grow for hay which would save the cost of cutting the grass, parking, community orchid, formal garden. No club is using the football pitch.  The Lengthsman and Councillor Cuming have both cleared the rubbish left by some users.  Suggestion that a social event is held there to show people what is available and to get some suggestions for future use. It was suggested that people bring a picnic, no facilities will be available, this will go into the newsletter with a date in late June or July.

29. To discuss and agree any response to any current Planning Applications
No comments on the applications seen in the agenda.

30. Dates of future meetings
8th July, 9th September, 11th November 2025

31. To approve payment of accounts as follows:
	Date
	BACS/Cheq no
	to whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Total (£)
	VAT (£)
	Paid under delegate authority to the Chairman and Clerk


	03/04/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	March 2025 salary
	                291.84 
	 
	Yes

	03/04/2025
	Bank transfer
	Archer Landscape Contractors
	Pinfold work
	                820.00 
	 
	Yes

	03/04/2025
	Bank transfer
	DALC
	Annual subscription
	                178.93 
	 
	Yes

	03/04/2025
	Bank transfer
	HMRC
	NI and PAYE
	                134.40 
	 
	Yes

	03/04/2025
	Bank transfer
	Business Reserves Account
	Smisby Parish Council
	             7,000.00 
	 
	Yes

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	April 2025 salary
	                260.44 
	 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Lengthsman
	Lengthsman
	                  66.67 
	 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	April grounds maintenance (inv31995)
	                333.56 
	                                  55.59 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground Inspection and Minor Maintenance March 81145039
	                  65.58 
	                                  10.93 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground Inspection and Minor Maintenance April
	                  65.58 
	                                  10.93 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Amazon (via clerk)
	Stationary
	                    9.11 
	                                             1.52 
	

	 13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	Audit mileage
	23.40
	 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	May grounds maintenance (inv32273)
	                333.56 
	                                  55.59 
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	East Midlands Audit Services
	Internal audit
	76.00
	
	

	13/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clear Councils
	Insurance
	626.71
	
	



32. Payments Received 
i. 04/04/2025	First precept payment	SDDC 		£4,184.77 Current Account
ii. 06/05/2025	Parochial Charity Grounds Maintenance Grant	£667.13 Current Account
33. Bank Balance
i. Current Account =  £5,626.20
ii. Business Reserves Account = £7,000.00

34. Communications received since last meeting
i. [bookmark: _Hlk145419217]NALC: Chief executive's bulletin x 9
ii. DALC: Newsletter x 3; News Update x 2; Apology for Access Issues with 2025 DALC Survey of Members; DALC May Forum Breakthrough Communications: Managing Difficult People – 21st May
iii. DCC: Newsletter x 7; Derby and Derbyshire housing association residents invited to share smoking habits for a new project; Holiday Activities and Food Programme 2025; Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum: Presentation slides; VE Day 80 - Brew and Bake Coffee Morning - Combat Stress; Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire; DCC Council Plan 2025-29; Bird Registration; Derbyshire Anti-Social Behaviour Hub feedback; 2025 04 30 Public Rights of Way Minor Maintenance Agreement 2025-26
iv. SDDC: Playground Inspection Report x 2; South Derbyshire Local Plan; South Derbyshire Local Plan Part 1 Review 2022-2041 (Publication Version) - Invitation to Join; Active Wellbeing Strategy Youth Survey; Presentation Material From Briefings Sessions Last Week; Review of Charitable Collections Policy 2025; Notice of Election; Civic Council Meeting 22 May 2025; Postal Vote Despatch and Handling (Return) Information; Civic Council Reception Dietary Requirements- 22nd May 2025
v. South Derbyshire CVS: Funding Bulletin x 1
vi. East Midlands Airport: EMA Parish Forum - 12.00-14.00 on Thursday 27th March 2025; Aircraft Noise Nuisance; Draft Sustainable Development Plan Consultation 2025; EMA 2025 Sustainable Development Plan consultation now live; Community Flyer; EMA SDP Consultation - reminder!
vii. Police and Crime Plan Priorities for PCC Nicolle Ndiweni-Roberts
viii. North West Leicestershire Local Plan Consultation: Additional Housing and Employment Allocations; Ashby de la Zouch Neighbourhood Plan Review (2025) – consultation
ix. The Pinfold Smisby
x. Police Newsletter
xi. Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service: Your Fire Service, Your Views Survey
xii. Memorial Poppy Wreaths

The Chair thanked the Parish Councillors for attending and declared the meeting closed. The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 8th July 2025 in Smisby Village Hall at 19:30.

Signed: ..............................................................................	Date: ............................
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