Minutes of the Annual Smisby Parish
Meeting 13th May 2025

Smisby Parish Council Attendance: Councillors Taft (Chairman), Brooke, Dickens, Sullivan and Cuming. Parish Clerk Caroline Crowder
Members of the public and other organisations: 8 members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence
District Councillors Haines and Lowe.
2. Declarations of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
None.

3. Items Raised or Suggestions by the Public
None.  
4. Reports from Local Groups/Organisations
a. Smisby Allotments
We continue to have a stable allotment group with few tenant changes over the last 12 months. We have good input from the tenants and the field and woodland is overall in excellent condition, though we have had to do some remedial work on the water supply.  We have some maintenance jobs to do over the next 6 months including fence post changes and tree care in the woodland  planting at the far end of the field.  Mowing and general maintenance are being managed regularly by the tenancy group. The ground is in good condition, and we are all enjoying producing excellent fruit, vegetables and flowers.  We have a waiting list at the moment and have been asked about adding additional plots to increase the availability.  If you would like to come and see what we are doing at the site, or might be interested in taking over the management, then do please get in touch - we would welcome interest from the wider community.
Sarah Rushman
smisbyallotments@yahoo.co.uk

b. Smisby WI
Where has this year gone, we seem to have been so busy with our monthly meetings, craft mornings and walking groups, we even have a crochet groups which meets every Thursday afternoon here in the hall with members having made the flowers that are hanging from the tree or as wreaths decorating the outside of the hall.
We visited Sinia House just a stone’s throw from Burton town centre.  A medieval house that the monks of Burton Abbey used as a retreat.  Who has heard of Saltaire near Bradford West Yorkshire, not many of our members had but they loved it.  It’s a wonderful place to visit, a Worl Heritage village, Salts Mill has the largest collection of Bradford born David Hockney works of art.
Simon Michael, the author who gave a talk to use last year about this time as a Barrister invited the WI to a tour of the Middle Temple one of four Inns of Court in London.  Everyone had a wonderful time, especially eating lunch in the 16th century hall with carved oak beam ceiling and stained-glass windows.
In January we celebrated our 90th birthday as a WI at the Beeches restaurant, we had a lovely lunch and a superb talk given by two lovely ladies Julie and Elaine the Potty Plotters from Radio Derby, they were superb after dinner speakers and they certainly got us all laughing at their antics.
We have had some excellent speakers through the last twelve months, we started to learn about Thomas Cook and how the travel and holiday company started.  Did you know how and where Foxes glacier mints came from, Curys, Halfords and many more all household names still going strong all started in Leicester.
We have a membership of sixty-five and an average monthly attendance of thirty-seven.
Over the past twelve months we have been continually active as a WI and with the projects planned for the coming twelve months it will be just as busy but enjoyable for our members.
Suzanne Jones, Secretary Smisby WI



The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 19:05. 
Signed: ..............................................................................	Date: ............................
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