




Minutes of Smisby Parish Council Meeting 11th November 2025

Smisby Parish Council Attendance: Councillors Cuming (Chair), Taft and Dickens, Clerk Caroline Crowder
Members of the public and other organisations: District Councillor Haines and 2 members of the public
  
1. Silence for Remembrance Dacy
Silence was observed.  A service was held on Sunday at the Church; the Parish Council wreath was laid at the War Memorial.

2. To receive and accept apologies for absence
Councillors Brooke, Sullivan and District Councillor Lowe sent their apologies.

3. To receive declarations of Interest on items on the agenda (under the Code of Conduct members are reminded that in declaring an interest you should make clear the nature of that interest and whether it is “personal” or “prejudicial”).
None.

4. To determine which items if any on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded.
None.
 
5. Chairman’s communications (if any) 
i. Councillor Cuming attended the forum hosted by East Midlands Airport (EMA) today.  Smisby is at the top of the list for noise complaints.  A parishioner has also been reporting issues with the increasing noise levels.  EMA have been invited to Smisby to discuss the issues, this will be on 2nd December, all are welcome to attend, and it will be advertised in the newsletter. 

ii. Councillors Taft and Cuming are in continuing discussions with DCC Highways on various issues, the most serious being the junction of Derby Road with Heath Lane.  It was agreed that the Council would contact them again and request a site visit.  

iii. Councillor Cuming announced that this would be Councillor Taft’s last meeting as he will be resigning.  He thanked him for all the work that he has done over the years of being on the Council. 

6. Clerk’s report
i. Clerk is on annual leave 5th-12th and 29th-31st December.
ii. Bank card now approved and received.
iii. Photos now on website of Smisby.
iv. Tree concern on the jubilee field has been reported to the Clerk.  The working group are currently reviewing the whole field, including the trees.  There will be a thorough consultation process, there are no significant developments in the short term.  Clerk to respond to the query.
7. Opportunity for public questions and comment (10 minutes)
i. A member of the public mentioned the current Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  The current proposal is to go to one Council for the whole of Derbyshire including the city. 

ii. A member of the public was concerned that the Police are not responding to issues in Smisby.  Councillor Cuming encouraged them to keep reporting the issues.  It was suggested for the issues on Forties Lane that the two areas being used could be blocked off to prevent misuse.  Councillors Cuming and Dickens are to speak to the land owners.  Councillor Taft encouraged the Council to continue to attend the local area forums as the Police attend this.  

8. Approval of minutes from Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 9th September 2025
Resolved, all Councillors approved the minutes, and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record.

9. District and County Councillors Communications
District Councillor Haines confirmed that the LGR proposal is for one unitary Council.  SDDC wanted a southern area.  Later this month a proposal has to go into the government.   
The next flooding liaison meeting is later this month.  
The Local Plan part 2 is going to committee next week, should come to consultation after this.  
Postal votes are now only valid for three years maximum and will need to reapply after that.  She thanked the Parish Council for laying the SDDC poppy wreath on her behalf.  

10. Parochial Charity Communications
Trustee Dickens advised that they are still progressing with the CIO.  They have asked people to confirm if they wish to receive a hamper this year, they have only received a response from approximately half the eligible people.      

11. Aircraft Noise Nuisance
See 5i.

12. War Memorial
Cleaning of the memorial is still planned.  This will now be planned to take place in Spring 2026.  

13. Pinfold
Councillor Cuming is going to get a quote for an information board on the Pinfold.  
Councillor Taft was concerned that the grounds maintenance contract for next year should cover weedkilling on the Pinfold and the War Memorial green.  
14. Playground Inspections and Repairs
The Clerk advised that there are now several areas of the playground that are showing as a moderate risk on the monthly playground inspection. It was agreed at the last meeting to not go ahead with any of the work needed as they are due to replace the playground in the near future.  If the risk becomes worse, they will shut the relevant areas.  If this is the fence, then the fence will be removed.  



15. Highways
See 5ii.

16. Speed Watch
Nothing to report.  

17. Newsletter
Councillor Taft is hoping to get this out very soon.  
18. Jubilee Field
i. Hedge Cutting
The Councillors reviewed one quote for this work but also asked the Clerk to gain another before they made a decision. This needs to be chased as no response received.  Clerk to ask for more quotes from other companies .    

19. To discuss and agree any response to any current Planning Applications
Queries had been received about a possible non-compliance with planning at a property in Forties Lane. This falls outside the PC remit and has therefore been referred to the planning department at SDDC.

20. Dates of future meetings
20th January 2026, 10th March, 12th May, 14th July, 8th September and 10th November.  

21. To approve payment of accounts as follows:
	Date
	BACS/Cheq no
	to whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Total (£)
	VAT (£)
	Paid under delegate authority to the Chairman and Clerk


	07/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	September Salary
	268.66
	
	Yes

	07/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	October
	333.56
	55.59
	Yes

	07/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance September
	65.58
	10.93
	Yes

	07/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	HMRC
	NI and PAYE
	142.80
	
	Yes

	07/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	IT Services at CAS Ltd
	New website and email account
	441.00
	
	Yes

	11/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	October Salary
	268.86
	
	

	11/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	November
	333.56
	55.59
	

	11/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance October
	65.58
	10.93
	

	11/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Lengthsman
	Lengthsman
	66.67
	
	

	11/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Royal British Legion (via clerk)
	Poppy wreath (S137)
	50.00
	
	



22. Payments Received 
i. 30/09/2025 interest on business reserves account £6.47

23. Bank Balance
i. Current Account =   £4,577.52
ii. Business Reserves Account = £7,037.92
24. Communications received since last meeting
i. [bookmark: _Hlk145419217]NALC: Chief executive's bulletin x 7
ii. DALC: Newsletter x 3; September Forum Employment Rights Bill
iii. DCC: Newsletter x 6; Know your numbers week and blood pressure check ups; Technology Enabled Care (TEC) Week; Derbyshire Flood Warden Scheme event 25.09.2025; Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum presentations; PTCLF: Police & Crime Commissioner response; Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 8 December 2025
iv. SDDC: Playground Inspection Report x 1; Chair of South Derbyshire District Council Civic Service 05.10.25; Review of Animal Welfare Licensing Policy; October 2025 Area Forum posters; Meeting with Parish Councils (Teams) - 6pm, 17th September; Concurrent Functions Grants from 2026/27 - South Derbyshire District Council; South Derbyshire District Council Flood Liaison Meeting - Thursday 20th Nov 2025 -10am-12 x 3; Repton Area Forum meeting agenda pack; SDDC ACH Newsletter Autumn 2025; Local Government Reorganisation in Derbyshire – update for stakeholders
v. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x 1; Invite to AGM
vi. Invitation to the Severn Trent Community Roadshow - Investment in Derbyshire @ Carsington Water - Tuesday 23rd September 2025 between 17:00 - 18:45
vii. East Midlands Airport: East Midlands Airport Parish Forum - Tuesday 11 November 11.00-13.00; Community Flyer
viii. Police: School parking leaflet; New neighbourhood priorities
ix. Shed Grounds Maintenance: Site Visit Report
x. Internal Audit
xi. District Councillor Haines: Forties Lane

The Chair thanked the Parish Councillors for attending and declared the meeting closed. The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 20th January 2026 in Smisby Village Hall at 19:30.

Signed: ..............................................................................	Date: ............................
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