




Minutes of Smisby Parish Council Meeting 20th January 2026

Smisby Parish Council Attendance: Councillors Cuming (Chair), Brooke, Sullivan and Dickens, Clerk Caroline Crowder
Members of the public and other organisations: District Councillor Haines and 2 members of the public
  
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence
County Councillor Hill and District Councillor Lowe sent their apologies.

2. To receive declarations of Interest on items on the agenda (under the Code of Conduct members are reminded that in declaring an interest you should make clear the nature of that interest and whether it is “personal” or “prejudicial”).
None.

3. To determine which items if any on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded.
None.
 
4. Councillor Vacancy
Anyone wishing to apply will need to contact the Clerk for an application form.

5. Chairman’s communications (if any) 
i. Councillor Cuming has reported a lot more potholes and chased up existing issues with them.   The tree that was down had already been reported to DCC before it brought down the power lines.
ii. Councillor Cuming keeps chasing with DCC Highways and County Councillor Hill that the junction at Heath Lane, which is still on temporary signs and still a danger to life until action is taken to clear the sight line and install permanent signs.

6. Clerk’s report
i. Clerk is on annual leave: 19-27th March, 10th-19th June, 3rd-16th September
ii. The Clerk keeps having to resubmit the banking mandate to alter signatories.  Some Councillors advised they have received a message from what they think is the bank.  Clerk to chase the bank to check that this is official and not a scam. 
iii. The Clerk reminded all Councillors that they need to be using their gov.uk email addresses.  Clerk will reissue instructions and contact details for the IT provider.
7. Opportunity for public questions and comment (10 minutes)
A member of the public advised that speeding is still an issue and would like the Police to come out and witness the speeders.  
8. Approval of minutes from Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2025
Resolved, all Councillors approved the minutes, and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record.

9. Precept for 2026 27
As discussed in the finance meeting, the Council decided to increase the precept by 7% to £8,955.41.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed this precept level.

10. Grounds Maintenance for 2026 27
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to remain with Shed Grounds Maintenance and accept their quote.

11. Hedge Cutting Jubilee Field
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the quote from T H Heath.

12. District and County Councillors Communications
District Councillor Haines advised that postal votes are changing, they will now only last  three years.  There has been some disruption to bin collections recently, but she believes that Smisby have not been affected.  The coffee pod recycling by podback is to stop.  Food recycling is due to start and as such SDDC will deliver two new bins to each household.   

13. Parochial Charity Communications
Trustee Dickens advised that they are still working towards their CIO status.  Hampers went out before Christmas and were well received. They are actively recruiting for two trustees.     

14. Smisby Lockup
Clerk to chase contractor.

15. Aircraft Noise Nuisance

A meeting was held and the draft minutes are on the website.  As the meeting was not quorate it was officially closed but the minutes were still taken.  They will remain in draft.

16. War Memorial
Cleaning of the memorial is still planned to take place in Spring 2026.

17. Pinfold
Councillor Cuming has been in touch with a local firm who believe it should cost around about £700.  
18. Playground Inspections and Repairs
The overall risk is increasing, with the fence and roof now at higher risk.  A working party will remove the fence and rotten roof.  

19. Highways
See 5 Chairmans communications.

20. Speed Watch
Nothing new to report, see 7 Public Comments.  



21. Newsletter
 A new editor is needed since the resignation of Councillor Taft.  Clerk is to ask for updates from the community groups.  The Council hope to issue the newsletter for Easter time.
22. Jubilee Field
Councillor Sullivan has three quotes for new playground equipment. Prices are all similar.  The Working Party and the Parochial Charity need to meet and discuss a way forward.  She will also put together an update for the next newsletter.    

23. To discuss and agree any response to any current Planning Applications
i. DMPA/2025/0464: Notification of amendment to planning application: The variation of condition no. 2 (Approved Plans) of permission ref. DMPA/2021/1286 for the Demolition of outbuildings and the erection of a dwelling with associated infrastructure at Holmleigh, Forties Lane, Smisby, Ashby De La Zouch, LE65 2SN. 
The Council objected to this, the details of which will be published on the website.
ii. DMPA/2025/1633: Extensions to existing dwelling to form residential annex at Tithe Farm Bungalow, Ashby Road, Boundary, Swadlincote, DE11 7BA.  

24. Dates of future meetings
10th March, 12th May, 14th July, 22nd September and 10th November.  

25. To approve payment of accounts as follows:
	Date
	BACS/Cheq no
	to whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Total (£)
	VAT (£)
	Paid under delegate authority to the Chairman and Clerk


	02/12/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	November salary
	268.66
	
	Yes

	02/12/2025
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	December Grounds Maintenance
	333.56
	55.59
	Yes

	02/12/2025
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance November
	65.58
	10.93
	Yes

	02/12/2025
	Bank transfer
	Amazon (via clerk)
	Antivirus software
	9.99
	1.67
	Yes

	27/11/2025
	Card payment
	Locksmith by John G Ltd
	Noticeboard key
	4.50
	
	Yes

	02/12/2025
	Card payment
	Cartridge People
	Printer ink
	41.06
	6.84
	

	20/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk 
	December salary
	
	
	

	20/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance December
	65.58
	10.93
	

	20/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Lengthsman
	Lengthsman
	66.67
	
	

	20/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	January grounds maintenance
	333.56
	55.59
	



26. Payments Received 
i. 31/10/2025 interest on business reserves account £6.06
ii. 28/11/2025 interest on business reserves account £5.13
iii. 31/12/2025 interest on business reserves account £6.05

27. Bank Balance
i. Current Account =    £2,984.97
ii. Business Reserves Account =  £7,055.16
28. Communications received since last meeting
i. [bookmark: _Hlk145419217]NALC: Chief executive's bulletin x 6; Post-event information — Assertion 10 Made Simple: Strengthening
ii. DALC: Newsletter x 2
iii. DCC: Newsletter x 1; East Midlands Combined County Authority: Mayor's Transport Plan Consultation; Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 8 December 2025: Local Government Reorganisation
iv. SDDC: Playground Inspection Report x 2 ; South Derbyshire District Council Local Plan Part 2 Review – Issues and Options; Application ref. DMPA/2025/0574: Notification of amendment to planning application; ENF/2025/00302 - Holmleigh, Smisby: South Derbyshire District Council Local Plan Part 2 Review – Issues and Options; Christmas Bin Collection Dates and Online Calendars now available to download; January/February Area Forum dates and venues; Local Plan Part 2 Review - Issues and Options; Budget Consultation 2026/27
v. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x 1
vi. A Parishioner: Lime Tree Recreational Field
vii. EMA Community Engagement Manager: East Midlands Airport Parish Forum - Tuesday 11 November 11.30-13.30
viii. North West Leicestershire District Council: Planning Application Consultation ref 25/00892/ADC
ix. Message from South Derbyshire Consultations
x. Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust- South Derbyshire Buildings at Risk Project
xi. Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service: Upcoming Consultation on, Extension of Our Plan 2023-2027, Annual Delivery Plan 2026-2027 and Budget Proposals.
xii. County Councillors Hill: Highways - Road Survey Suggestions
xiii. Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service: Consultation on Community Risk Management Plan and Budget
xiv. Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner: Report Fraud - the new national cybercrime and fraud service
xv. County Councillor Hill: Winter Maintenance
xvi. Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust- South Derbyshire Buildings at Risk Project

The Chair thanked the Parish Councillors for attending and declared the meeting closed. The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 10th March 2026 in Smisby Village Hall at 19:30.

Signed: ..............................................................................	Date: ............................
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