


Minutes of Smisby Parish Council Meeting 31st March 2026

Smisby Parish Council Attendance: Councillors Cuming (Chair), Brooke, Sullivan and Dickens, Clerk Caroline Crowder
Members of the public and other organisations: 4 members of the public
  
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence
District Councillors Lowe and Haines sent their apologies.

2. To receive declarations of Interest on items on the agenda (under the Code of Conduct members are reminded that in declaring an interest you should make clear the nature of that interest and whether it is “personal” or “prejudicial”).
Councillor Brooke for planning application DMOT/2026/0173.

3. To determine which items if any on the agenda should be taken with the public excluded.
None.
 
4. Councillor Vacancy
Anyone wishing to apply will need to contact the Clerk for an application form.

5. Chairman’s communications (if any) 
He has had a lot of correspondence with DCC Highways, County Councillor Hill will speak more on this.  A new sign has been erected in the hedge, and another one has fallen down again.  He will keep reporting issues to the relevant Highways Authority.

6. Clerk’s report
i. Clerk is on annual leave: 10th-19th June, 3rd-16th September
ii. Asset check was performed by Councillor Cuming and the Clerk on 4th March.  All assets were in good order, apart from the slide in the playground.  This is mentioned on the monthly playground inspection report.
iii. Received £150.00 compensation from NatWest bank due to the complaint the Clerk raised about the issue of how long it has taken for the bank mandate to be actioned. 
iv. Councillor Cuming and the Clerk have removed all Council paperwork from the Village Hall.  This is being sorted through and either destroyed or will be taken to the County Records Office, if older than 5 years.
v. The Clerk reminded all Councillors that they need to be using their gov.uk email addresses.  
7. Opportunity for public questions and comment (10 minutes)
A member of public advised that the road from Staunton Harold to Smisby, they could not tell where the junction was, it was dangerous, the signs have gone up one way but not the other.  They thought the land owner should be cutting back the vegetation.  Signs have been erected but in the hedge.  Councillor Cuming said he believed that DCC Highways are taking enforcement action.  He asked County Councillor Hill to investigate this further due to it being dangerous.  She  advised she will take as an urgent action.  
A member of public complained that they believe that their Council tax money is not being well spent.  Councillor Brooke suggests that the Council write to the local MP and ask her to get involved and copy in DCC Chief Executive.  County Councillor Hill also agreed to invite Highways to the Smisby Annual Parish Meeting.
A member of the public asked her about the flags that have been erected on lampposts as they believe they are distracting for drivers.  County Councillor Hill advised that DCC would not be taking any action in relation to flags.  See BBC news article for further details, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy7y4r8ml58o  
  
8. Approval of minutes from Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 2026
Resolved, all Councillors approved the minutes, and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record.

9. Approval of minutes from Council Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th January 2026
Resolved, all Councillors approved the minutes, and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record.

10. District and County Councillors Communications
i. See 7 Public Speaking.

11. Approval of Policy Updates
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the updated Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and new IT Policy. All other policy documents have been reviewed and no changes are necessary. 

12. Parochial Charity Communications
Trustee Dickens advised they are still working to change into a CIO, their general day to day business is unaffected.  They are funding a person to attend the world Scouts jamboree.  They are still in discussion with the Council about funding for work on Jubilee Field.     

13. Smisby Lockup

i. Annual Check
A check was done recently by ASBC and all reported fine.  A further question was asked by a member of the public as they believed an annual check should be undertaken.  Clerk has received a quote for £175.00 from ASBC Heritage & Conservation Specialists.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to ensure that the Clerk and a Councillor did a visual check on the annual asset check but believed any further checks should only be undertaken by professionals if an issue was reported.

14. Aircraft Noise Nuisance

EMA have launched a new portal to report issues. Councillor Cuming encouraged people to report issue, https://communitynoiseportal.eastmidlandsairport.com/



15. War Memorial
Cleaning of the memorial is still planned to take place in Spring 2026. It has been suggested that a light on the memorial would be nice.

16. Pinfold
Councillor Cuming has been in touch with a local firm who believe it should cost around about £700 to install the information board.  
17. Playground Inspections and Repairs
The overall risk is increasing, and the slide roof now at higher risk. Councillor Brooke met with a SDDC representative.  They advised that the roof is in need of repair and have suggested a local contractor to contact.  Councillor Brooke will contact them and meet on site to get a quote.  Resolved, it was agreed that the Council would use the SDDC recommended contractor and would carry on with SDDC doing monthly inspections.

18. Highways
See public section 7.  

19. Speed Watch
No updates.
  
20. Newsletter
Councillor Dickens is organising the next issue.
21. Jubilee Field
Until future plans could be agreed it was resolved, to continue with agreed ground maintenance, look into new nets and remove the ropes and posts around the wildflower area, along with the repair to the slide roof once a quote has been received.    

22. To discuss and agree any response to any current Planning Applications
i. DMOT/2026/0143:The felling of a Crab Apple tree at 1 School Row, Main Street, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, LE65 2TY
ii. From Northwest Leicestershire Council: Proposal: Display of 1 no. non-illuminated entrance sign, 1 no. non-illuminated gate sign; and non-illuminated free standing board V board sign (Retrospective); Location: Scamhazel Farm Ashby Road Boundary Swadlincote; APPLICATION REFERENCE 25/00892/ADC
iii. DMOT/2026/0173: The pruning of trees at Ivanhoe House, Main Street, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, LE65 2TY
iv. DMPN/2026/0277: Prior approval for a proposed change of use of building within Commercial/Business/Service (Use Class E) to a dwellinghouse at Cedar Lawns, Forties Lane, Ashby De La Zouch, LE65 2SN

23. Dates of future meetings
12th May, 14th July, 22nd September and 10th November.  

24. To approve payment of accounts as follows:
	Date
	BACS/Cheq no
	to whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Total (£)
	VAT (£)
	Paid under delegate authority to the Chairman and Clerk


	02/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	January salary
	268.66
	
	Yes

	02/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	February Grounds Maintenance
	333.56
	55.59
	Yes

	02/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance January
	65.58
	10.93
	Yes

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk
	Mileage
	129.60
	
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk 
	February salary
	268.66
	
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	SDDC
	Playground inspection and minor maintenance February
	65.58
	10.93
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Lengthsman
	Lengthsman
	66.67
	
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Shed Grounds Maintenance
	March grounds maintenance
	333.56
	55.59
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	HMRC
	PAYE and NI months 10 and 11
	134.40
	
	

	31/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	T H Heath Contracts Ltd
	Hedge cut at Jubilee Field
	648.00
	108.00
	



25. Payments Received 
i. Interest into Reserves Account £5.51 30/01/2026
ii. Interest into Reserves Account £5.15 27/02/2026
iii. 06/02/2026 SDDC Concurrent Expenses into Current Account £1,842.45
iv. 11/03/2026 Grant from Parochial Charity for hedge cutting into Current Account £648.00
v. 13/03/2026 Bank Compensation from NatWest into Current Account £150.00

26. Bank Balance
i. Current Account =    £3,202.02
ii. Business Reserves Account =  £7,065.82
27. Communications received since last meeting
i. NALC: Chief executive's bulletin x 6
ii. DALC: Newsletter x 2; Forum on Assertion 10 Compliance 10 February 2026 x 2; New Procurement Advice Note Published & Local Government Reorganisation Consultation Now Live
iii. DCC: Newsletter x ; Public Transport services transfer to EMCCA
iv. SDDC: Playground Inspection Report x 2; Parish Forum; ACH Winter Newsletter; Area Forum Winter 2026 updates; ENF/2025/00302 - Holmleigh, Smisby; Update on Local Government Reorganisation
v. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x 
vi. Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner: Report Fraud service fully launches today
vii. Smisby Parochial Charity: Quotes and Request for Assistance x 2
viii. Road Closure 30/03/2026 - 01/04/2026 Annwell Lane Smisby
County Councillor Hill: Highways Issues

The Chair thanked the Parish Councillors for attending and declared the meeting closed. The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 12th May 2026 in Smisby Village Hall this will commence on the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting which commences at 19:00.

Signed: ..............................................................................	Date: ............................
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